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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 , The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: in page 1 , the 
Reference To Related Application section should include the claimed priority application 
No. 10/180,665 filed on 26 June 2002, now U.S. Patent No. 6,707,381 . 

Appropriate conrection is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .126 which requires 
the original numbering of the claims to be preserved throughout the prosecution. When 
claims are canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. When new claims 
are presented, they must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number next 
following the highest numbered claims previously presented (whether entered or not). 

Missing claim number 37 is required to be corrected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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3, Claims 31 -33, 39-43, 45-50, 53, 54, 59-61 , 67 and 76 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Geraci [US 5,143,193]. 
Regarding claim 31, the claimed an object tracking and control system comprising: a 
storage unit defining an enclosed, internal space therein, the storage unit capable of 
being opened to access the internal space (the storage/housing 10 includes internal 
space to be accessed by a front door panel 12, see Fig. 3, col. 4, lines 9-10) and the 
plurality of receptacles defined within the enclosed, Intemal space, the receptacles 
disposed for receiving a plurality of trackable objects (the plurality of storage 
compartments 14 for storing articles/video tapes, see Figs. 3 and 4, col. 4, lines 12-16); 
and the plurality of trackable objects removably insertable into the receptacle without 
opening the storage unit (a user/customer can remove the article/video tape from and 
deliver to the terminal through its access opening 43 without opening the front door 
panel 12, see Figs. 3-5, col. 1, lines 51-54, col. 4, lines 21-23 and col. 5, lines 2-6); and 
the central controller remotely located from the storage unit (the local computer 101 is 
accessed remotely via a modem, see Fig. 3, col. 6, lines 6-10). 

Regarding dalm 32, the claimed communication between the storage unit and the 
central controller (the modem, see col. 6. lines 6-10). 

Regarding claim 33, the claimed communication link is a network connection, which 
reads upon the computer network through modems. 
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Regarding claim 39. the claimed plurality of storage unit (the plurality of storages 14, 
see Figs. 4 and 5). 

Regarding claim 40, the claimed storage unit comprises a local controller (the local 
computer 101, see Fig. 3, col. 4, lines 9). 

Regarding claim 41, the claimed local controller is located in the storage unit (the local 
computer 101, see Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 42, the claimed local controller is remotely located from the storage 
unit and remotely located from the central controller (the central computer being 
connected and communicated with the local computer 101 via a modem, see Fig. 3, col. 
6, lines 6-10 and col. 11, lines 24-29). 

Regarding claim 43, the claimed local controller has a network connection, see Fig. 3. 

Regarding claim 45, the claimed local controller in communication with the central 
controller via the communication link (the central computer being connected and 
communicated with the local computer 101 via a modem, see Fig. 3, col. 6, lines 6-10 
and col. 11, lines 24-29). 
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Regarding claim 46, tfie claimed central controller is a control computer (the central 
computer being connected and communicated with the local computer 101 via a 
modem, see Fig. 3, col. 6, lines 6-10 and col. 11, lines 24-29). 

Regarding daim 47, the claimed local controller is a local computer (the local computer 
101, see Fig. 3, col. 6, lines 66-9). 

Regarding claim 48, the claimed storage unit comprises a storage cabinet (the storage 
compartment 14, see Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 49, the claimed each of the trackable objects Is associated with an 
asset to be tracked (see Figs. 1-5, col. 1, lines 32-59, col. 2, lines 48-68 and col. 3, lines 
1-15). 

Regarding claim 50, all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 31,41, 
45 and 46 above, and including each trackable object having an upper portion and 
lower portion (each of the video tape or container 55 having upper and lower portion for 
sliding or inserting into the storage compartment 14, 96, see Figs. 4, 7 and 16, col. 5, 
lines 28-30, col. 9, lines 56-68 and col. 10, lines 1-51); and having an array of sockets 
individually defined within the storage unit in the same plane, each socket configured to 
receive the lower portion of a trackable object (the shelves 94 in each plane for 
receiving each of the containers 55, see Figs. 4, 5 and 16, col. 9, lines 56-68 and col. 
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10, lines 1-51 ); and the local controller Is electrical communication with the socket (the 
computer 101 is in communication with each of the shelves 94 and compartments 96, 
see Figs. 3-5 and 16, col. 10, lines 16-51). 

Regarding claim 53, all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 39 and 
50 above. 

Regarding claim 54, all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 31 and 
50 above, and the tangible object (the selves 94, see Figs. 4 and 1 6). 

Regarding claim 59, the method claimed limitations are met by the apparatus claims 31 
and 50 above, see Figs. 3-5 

Regarding claim 60, all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 42, 43 
and 59 above. 

Regarding claim 61 , all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 43-47 
and 59 above. 

Regarding claim 67, all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 34 and 
59 above. 
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Regarding claim 76, the method claimed limitations are met by the apparatus claims 31, 
50 and 54 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 34-36, 38,44, 51 , 52, 55-58, 62-66 and 68-75 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Garaci [US 5,143,193] in view of Frederick 

[US 6.788.997] 

Regarding claim 34, Geraci fails to disclose the communication link is wireless 
connection. However, Geraci teaches of the communication cable for link with the 
computer via a modem, see col. 6, lines 6-10. Frederick suggests that the wireless 
communication for communicating to/from the storage, see col. 8, lines 44-64. 
Therefore, an artisan would substitute the wireless communication of Fredericl( for the 
cable modem of Garaci for eliminating wires/cables and provides a greater convenience 
to users/customers. 

Regarding claim 35, Garaci fails to disclose the communication link is wireless LAN. 
However, according to the combination between Garaci and Fredericlt In respect to 
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claim 34 above, and furthermore, Frederick also teaches that the wireless 
communication is a LAN 82 or 328, see Figs. 13 and 40. 

Regarding claim 36, Garaci fails to disclose the network connection is the internet. 
However, according to the combination between Garaci and Frederick in respect to 
claim 34 above, and furthermore Frederick teaches that the modems for 
communicating between a plurality of computers over the LAN networks 82 or 328, see 
Figs. 13 and 40. 

Regarding claim 38, the claimed network connection LAN is met by the combination 
between Garaci and Frederick in respect to claim 34 above, such as the LAN 82 or 
328, see Figs. 13 and 40. 

Regarding claim 44, the claimed storage unit comprises a wireless communication 
device is met by combination between Garaci and Frederick in respect to claim 34 
above. 

Regarding claim 51, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Garaci and 
Frederick in respect to claim 36 and 50 above. 

Regarding claim 52, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Garaci and 
Frederick in respect to claims 35 and 50 above. 
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Regarding claim 55, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Garaci and 
Frederick in respect to claims 31 and 36 above. 

Regarding claim 56, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Garaci and 
Fredericic in respect to claims 43, 45 and 55 above. 

Regarding claim 57, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Garaci and 
Frederick in respect to claim 55 and 56 above, and including the inventory (see cot. 4, 
lines 21-34). 

Regarding claim 58, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Garaci and 
Frederick in respect to claims 55 and 56 above. 

Regarding claim 62, Garaci fails to disclose the transmitting an alarm to the monitoring 
computer based on the unauthorized removal of an object from the storage unit. 
However, Garaci teaches that only authorized serviceman, caretaker having the proper 
codes for opening the firont door 12 and back door 30 of the housing storage 10, see 
Figs. 2 and 3, col. 4, lines 17-56. Frederick suggests that the alarm for alarming of 
unauthorized removing of the object/medical item, see col. 27, lines 49-65. Therefore, 
an artisan would implement the alarm of Frederick to the housing storage of Garaci for 
providing an alert signal to alert of unauthorized accessing and removing articles/items 
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from the housing storage, since the housing storage is provide with security codes for 
accessible by authorized individuals. 

Regarding claim 63, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Garaci and 
Frederick in respect to claim 62 above. 

Regarding claim 64 all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Garaci and 
Fredericl( in respect to claims 36 and 59 above. 

Regarding claim 65, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Garaci and 
Fredericic in respect to claims 35 and 59 above. 

Regarding claim 66, all the claimed subject matters discussed between Garaci and 
Fredericic cited in respect to claims 44 and 64 above. 

Regarding claim 68, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Garaci and 
Fredericl( in respect to claims 62 and 59 above. 

Regarding claim 69, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Garaci and 
Fredericl( in respect to claims 63 and 59 above. 
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Regarding claim 70, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Garaci and 
Frederick in respect to claims 63 and 59 above. 

Regarding claim 71, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Garaci and 
Fredericl( in respect to clainfis 46, 57 and 64 above. 

Regarding claim 72, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Garaci and 
Fredericl( in respect to claims 46, 58 and 64 above. 

Regarding claim 73, all the claimed subject matters are in respect to claims 46, 56 and 
64 above. 

Regarding claim 74, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Garaci and 
Fredericit in respect to claims 62 and 64 above. 

Regarding claim 75, all the claimed subject matters are discussed between Garaci and 
Fredericl( in respect to claims 36 and 71 above. 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments filed on 10 April 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Because of the Amendment with new subject matters changes the 
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scope of the claimed limitations. Therefore, a new reference of Garaci is with and/or 
without combination with Frederick to make the rejection smoother. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
examiner should be directed to primary examiner Van Trieu whose telephone number 
is (571) 272-2972. The examiner can nomrially be reached on Mon-Fri from 7:00 AM to 
3:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Mike Horabik can be reached on (571) 272-3068. 
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